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to their brains, not attributable to intoxicating substances. Studies around the world 
have found that mentally ill persons (mostly schizophrenics and manic depressives) are 
at least 3 to 4 times more likely to have a conviction for violent offenses than persons 
in general (Fisher et al., 2006). Most mentally ill persons, however, are more likely to be 
victims than victimizers, and many of them make their problems worse by abusing alco-
hol and/or drugs (Walsh & Yun, 2013). It because of their substance abuse and greater 
propensity for violence, in addition to mental-hospital deinstitutionalization, that the 
mentally ill are overrepresented in the correctional system.

Torrey and his colleagues (2014) tell us that there were an estimated 356,268 inmates 
with severe mental illness in prisons and jails in the United States in 2012 and approx-
imately 35,000 severely mentally ill patients in psychiatric hospitals. In addition, the 
David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law (2008) estimates that about 16% of 
individuals on probation or parole have some form of mental illness. This state of affairs 
results from the deinstitutionalization of all but the most seriously ill patients from men-
tal hospitals that occurred in the 1960s. For instance, there were 559,000 persons in U.S. 
mental hospitals in 1955; in 2000 (with a U.S. population about 80% greater), there 
were only 70,000 (Gainsborough, 2002), and as we have seen, it was down to 35,000 in 
2012. Deinstitutionalization of the mentally ill from mental hospitals has shifted to their 
institutionalization in jails and prisons, which, in essence, has resulted in the criminaliza-
tion of mental illness (Lurigio, 2000). Table 11.2 presents the highlights of a Bureau of 
Justice Statistics report on the mental-health problems of prison and jail inmates (James 
& Glaze, 2006).

Mentally ill offenders in jails and prisons are often victimized by other inmates, who call 
them “bugs” and exploit them sexually and materially (stealing from them), although 
most inmates seek to avoid them. Mentally ill offenders are also punished by corrections 
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